APPENDIX.                               399
of tribute due from the zemindar increased from that
time.
That from the year 1784 down to the time of the per-
manent settlement of 1803, the arrears due from the
zemindar gradually increased, and at the date of the per-
manent settlement the amount of arrears due from the
zemindar to the government was 4,87,915 pagodas.
That the assessment or tribute payable by the zemindars
of India, previously to the permanent settlement of 1803,
was from time to time arranged by government with the
zemindars.
That the assessment or tribute at which the zemindar
of Nozeed was assessed was, as your petitioners believe,
a proper and moderate rent, and proportionate to the
value of his territories ; and Mr. Hodges, and the mem-
bers of the council of Masulipatam, were the persons
whose duty it was to regulate the same at a just
amount.
That Mr. James Hodges, though a resident in India
and a member of council, never alleged or pretended in his
lifetime, that he had any claim against your petitioners
founded upon a supposed excess of tribute demanded of
the zemindar.
That the real cause of the inability of the zemindar to
pay his tribute was his own improvident and rebellious
conduct.
That your petitioners cannot, in justice to themselves,
forbear observing, that by means of advances made to the
zemindar, he was enabled to persevere in the course of
extravagant conduct to which they have before adverted,
TUWJOUS to himself, and seriously iiyurious to the interests
of the country and of your petitioners, inasmuch as he was
by such advances enabled to divert the revenues of his
country, which ought to have been applied to the pay-